Framing & Handling Information

Guidelines for Fine Art Photographs

Fine art photographs are delicate objects that should be handled carefully at all times.  It is a good idea to wash your hands before handling a photograph, and always use two hands when picking one up.  Never touch a photograph's surface with your fingers or rub it with any rough materials.  Food and drinks should always be kept away from photographs, and they should never be hung in direct sunlight.  The three main components to framing fine art photographs are the mounting, the mat, and the frame.  These important components are briefly described below.

MOUNTING

Prints should be mounted on acid-free 100% museum or rag board, usually in the four-ply weight to support the photograph.  The preferred method of adhering the print to the backboard is to use paper photo corners or clear archival mounting corners.  The corners should then be secured to the backboard using acid-free linen tape or Filmoplast tape.  Never use cellophane, masking tape, or glue of any type.  Does the photograph have any written information on it?  If so, you might want to transcribe it onto the backboard. 

MATTING
The mat permits the viewing of the photograph through a “window” while keeping the glass or Plexiglas from touching the surface of the print.  Once again, the use of 4-ply 100% museum or rag board is very important.  Mat cutting is a difficult art to master, so unless you already know how to do it, go to a professional framer to have mats cut.  The mat and backboard should be attached to each other using acid-free linen tape or Filmoplast tape hinges.  Overlay and floating mats are the two most common window mats.  In an overlay mat, the window overlaps the photographic paper leaving an 1/8” or 1/4” space around the image.  In floating mats, all of the photographic paper is showing.  

FRAMING

For many years metal frames have been the frame of choice for photographs.  Recently, however, more and more photographs are being framed in wood.  The frame you choose should complement, not overpower your photograph.  Most people pick a simple metal or wood frame.  If you’d like to be more creative, try exotic wood frames or use double mats.  Photographs should always be covered with glass or Plexiglas.  In either case, the print surface should not touch the glass when framed.  Plexiglas has the safety advantage of being unbreakable, but it scratches easily and may attract dust.  A special Plexiglas cleaner is available to help reduce static electricity problems.

When choosing a professional framer, be sure to ask how much experience he or she 

has in framing fine art photographs. 

